The Devil-Worshippers
to innumerable birds. In the stone tanks where Yezidis
are baptized the sacred newts, speckled and fat, lie with
that meditative placidity which the secure feeling of
holiness should give; and beyond, through a gateway,
under a trellis of vines, are two little paved courts that
precede the temple.
The door of the temple is a new marble affair: but the
walls are old and incised with carved signs, and I have
been told by Chaldean priests that it was once one of their
churches. In that case the black snake carved in relief
beside the doorpost was presumably added later. It is
the same sort of snake one finds on bronze handles of ancient
daggers in. Luristan or on prehistoric earthenware from
Nihavend: and the Yezidis here, whatever may have been
their first origin, certainly now seem to have more affinity
with Kurdistan on the east than with the Semitic south,
and talk Kirmanji among themselves.
The Shaikh of the place was dressed in white with a
turban a little wider and shallower than those worn by
Moslems. He took us to the temple. His sister, also in
white, with her mouth covered and her head swathed
like a nun, waited under the vines outside with two tall
Fakirs, who rank below a Shaikh and wear black. Above
the Shaikh in the religious hierarchy is the Pir, and at the
head of the Pks and of the Yezidis in general is the Amir,
[KSO]